some measure of dissent from this remark. In the first placer a distinction needs to be drawn between pericarditis due to rheumatism and to other causes; in the second place, the age at which a patient is attacked is extremely important. Having paid attention to this subject, we believe that the remark about the serious nature of pericarditis certainly applies to pericarditis associated with rheumatism when it occurs before the age of twelve years. In the great majority of cases it is then followed by early death. Pericarditis of rheumatic origin arising also between the ages of twelve and twenty may be followed by serious consequences; but The heart-sounds were almost absent, and when they could be heard best " so extremely feeble and distant that nothing definite could be determined as to their character."
Here in passing it may be remarked that in a case I saw, where pericardial effusion was so great that it was thought to be fluid in the left pleural cavity, and only found to be in the pericardium after death, the heart-sounds were unusually sharp and loud, so loud in fact that their peculiar intensity was 
